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Behavior Escalation 
(Or How We Make Kids Worse over Time) 
 

Withdraws or Changes 

Request/“Negotiates” 
(OK, you can have 5 more minutes…) 

Tantrum/Aggression Stops 

  

Large Threats 
(I guess you don’t want to go on the 

fieldtrip…) 
Tantrum/Aggression 

  

Small Threats/Warnings 
 (If you don’t, you won’t get…) 

Argue 

  

Verbal Prompts 
 (Come on. Let’s go. If you do, I’ll give 

you…) 

Delay 

  

Request in Question Form 
 (Would you sit down? Could you get 

your book out? Are you ready to work?) 

Ignore 

  

Adult Student 

 


